Thurtell and Hunt,

which are now lying before me. I stated yesterday, and I
repeat to-day, that I consider nothing more disgraceful than
publications of this nature. I stated yesterday, and I repeat
the observation to-day, that I consider trial by jury the pal-
ladium of English liberty, and that this palladium ought,
above all things., to be preserved pure and uncorrupted. If
such a licentious pruriency exist among the public to run after
something new, and if publications, which appear to have such
enormous circulation, are to poison the sources of justice when-
ever the editors think fit, the palladium of English liberty is
endangered. The enormous expense which will be entailed on
the prosecutors by the postponement of this trial is a very-
serious consideration; for I observe- on the back of this indict-
ment the names of no< fewer than fifty-five witnesses who were
to be brought here to-day. Still, God forbid that any considera-
tion of expense, or any additional difficulty and labour which
may be imposed on those who administer the justice of the
country, should induce me to refuse an application the denial
of which might operate with undue severity in so important
an issue as that which affects the lives of the men who sit there
before me. I have no appetite to try such a case as this; but
I never wish to throw any duty I may have to discharge on
the shoulders of others. Though I think therefore that I am
bound to put off this trial, I shall not so put it O'flc as to throw
a burthen upon others which is this day imposed upon me. The
same difficulties which we have now to encounter, and the. same
prejudices which may have been excited in the minds of the
jury, may exist at the next assizes. It is of the deepest im-
portance to society that justice .should be speedily administered,
and I shall not therefore put off this trial to so long a period
as the next- assizes. If these men be innocent, and God grant *
they may be so 1 it is fit that they should have a speedy deliver-
ance. I do hope and trust that something may be done "to
prevent a recurrence of this mischief. The three evils to be
particularly guarded against are those to which I adverted
yesterday. First, such publications1 tend to injure the accuser
in a manner which I do not choose to represent; secondly,
they may tend to injure the accused; and thirdly, they may
sometimes, as on the present occasion, give an undue advantage
to the accused, or rather to his advisers, by affording him an
opportunity of knowing everything which may be brought
against him on his trial. What I most deeply lament and com-
plain of is that I should be under the necessity of doing that
to-day which my brother Holroyd was lately obliged to do in the
city of York. Justice has been impeded and retarded. This
is a thing which ought not to be tolerated; and I do most
earnestly hope and trust that those gentlemen who have erred
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